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SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

EARLY ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, this week I will be intro-
ducing the EARLY Act: The Breast 
Cancer Education and Awareness Re-
quires Learning Young Act of 2009. The 
EARLY Act is designed to empower 
young women to learn the facts, know 
their bodies, speak up for their health, 
and embrace support. 

Despite the perception, young women 
can and do get breast cancer. More 
than 10,000 women under 40 are diag-
nosed with breast cancer every year in 
the United States. Although the inci-
dence of breast cancer in young women 
is much lower, young women’s breast 
cancers are generally more aggressive, 
are diagnosed at a later stage, and re-
sult in lower survival rates. 

Additionally, certain ethnic groups, 
including Ashkenazi Jews and African 
American young women, have an in-
creased risk of breast cancer. 

I became acutely aware of all of this 
information, and more, a little more 
than a year ago. After finding a lump 
in my breast while doing my routine 
breast self-exam in the shower, I 
learned a few weeks later from my doc-
tor that I had breast cancer. 

Upon learning of my diagnosis and 
after genetic counseling, I also decided 
to have a blood test that would show 
whether I had a genetic mutation in 
the BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene. As a woman 
of Ashkenazi Jewish descent, I was in a 
category of at-risk populations for 
these gene mutations. The test results 
showed that I did indeed carry the 
BRCA2 genetic marker that suggests a 
greater susceptibility to breast and 
ovarian cancers. 

After further consultation with my 
doctors and my husband, I decided to 
have a double mastectomy and have 
my ovaries removed to reduce the like-
lihood of a recurrence of cancer. Today, 
with a clean bill of health and cancer- 
free, I plan to introduce the EARLY 
Act. 

The EARLY Act encourages young 
women to be familiar with the look and 
feel of their breasts. By knowing what 
feels normal, a young woman has a bet-
ter chance of knowing when something 
feels different. 

The EARLY Act will also work to 
educate young women about changes in 
their body that could be warning signs 
of breast cancer. We want them to 
know that it doesn’t only start with a 
lump. It can be swelling, a rash, breast 
pain, nipple pain, redness or scaliness, 
too. 

The EARLY Act will encourage 
young women to be their own voice—to 
speak up for themselves and know 
when they need to go to their doctor. 

The EARLY Act will teach both 
young women and medical profes-
sionals alike about risk factors, warn-
ing signs of breast cancer, and pre-
dictive tools such as genetic testing, 
that can help women make informed 
decisions about their health. 

It will also provide grants to organi-
zations dedicated to supporting young 
women and the unique issues we face 
when diagnosed with breast cancer, as 
well as managing and understanding 
their risks. 

Today, we often fail to teach about 
risk in this country. As a result, many 
of us face serious consequences in our 
lives. We need to change the edu-
cational dialogue and empower not 
only young women, but everyone to 
take control of the risks they face. And 
that begins with education and aware-
ness. 

I thought I knew all of my personal 
risk factors for breast cancer. Because 
of those risk factors, I performed self- 
exams, went to my doctor regularly, 
and have been a longtime legislative 
advocate in the fight against breast 
cancer. But when I was diagnosed, I 
found out I had more risk factors than 
I was aware of. 

For example, I had absolutely no idea 
that as an Ashkenazi Jewish woman, I 
was five times more likely than the 
general population to have an altered 
BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene, or what the 
risks of carrying that gene entailed. 

This bill will give all young women 
the tools they need to take control of 
the risks by teaching awareness of 
their personal risks and what they can 
do to manage those risks. 

At the end of the day, the old saying 
rings true: Knowledge is power. By 
making sure young women know their 
risk factors, the EARLY Act is the 
first step in transforming how we ap-
proach the fight against breast cancer. 

In hearing my story, some people 
might say I was lucky. While I was cer-
tainly fortunate enough to have access 
to good health care, I didn’t find my 
tumor early because of luck. I found 
my tumor early because of knowledge 
and awareness. I knew I should perform 
breast self-exams, and I was aware of 
what my body was supposed to feel 
like. 

It is my hope that by sharing my 
story we will pass the Breast Cancer 
Education and Awareness Requires 
Learning Young Act of 2009 into law 
this year and further reduce the death 
rate of young women diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 

We need to ensure that every young 
woman in America can rely on more 
than just luck. Their survival depends 
on it. 

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor 
this vital legislation. Thank you very 
much. 

HONORING AN AMERICAN ANIMAL- 
LOVING CHAMPION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, my family 
and I have always been pet lovers. In 
fact, we have always been owned by at 
least one cat and one dog. We support 
many animal rescue organizations. The 
current dog and cat we have are both 
rescue pets. However, we cannot hold a 
candle to a person whose life has been 
dedicated to saving animals. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the life of a great American, a woman 
with a passion for the humane treat-
ment of animals, my friend, Gertrude 
Maxwell. Gertrude Maxwell is the 
founder, past president, and lifetime 
chairman of Save-A-Pet of Illinois, 
which she founded more than 35 years 
ago. Later, she founded and served as 
president of Save-A-Pet of Florida. 
Then, 15 years ago, she started the Na-
tional Save-a-Pet Foundation, where 
she currently serves as director and 
chairman. 

Her Save-A-Pet organization exists 
for one reason—saving animals. It is a 
nonprofit group dedicated to saving 
abandoned, homeless, or lost pets, and 
is committed to shielding pets from 
the practice of animal euthanasia. 

Gertrude is a champion of abandoned 
and unwanted pets and, as a fellow ani-
mal lover, I am inspired by her pio-
neering work with Save-A-Pet. When 
she discovered in 1972 that more than 
90,000 pets were destroyed every month 
in the United States, she set about the 
work of shrinking and hopefully one 
day eliminating the number of pets 
euthanized in America. 

Throughout her lifetime of work on 
behalf of animals, Gertrude has estab-
lished and maintained many animal 
hospitals and adoption centers. Thanks 
to her unwavering commitment to sav-
ing pets, her work has directly saved 
nearly 100,000 pets over the course of 
her decades-long campaign on behalf of 
animals. 

After more than 35 years of advocacy 
for animals, she is still working for the 
humane treatment of animals. Her 
tireless efforts also find her lobbying 
for laws to aid animal welfare, and re-
cently bore fruit when the Save-A-Pet 
Act was signed into law in Florida last 
spring. 

This legislation creates what is 
known as a Direct Support Organiza-
tion that will raise funds from individ-
uals, corporations, and small busi-
nesses to provide grants to animal 
shelters in emergency situations. This 
organization will provide for spaying 
and neutering of abandoned cats and 
dogs, reduce the need for euthanasia of 
animals, and reduce animal cruelty. 

The Save-A-Pet Act was widely sup-
ported by Governor Charlie Crist and 
organizations like the Florida Veteri-
nary Medical Association; the Florida 
Association of Kennel Clubs; the Flor-
ida Animal Control Association, and 
the National Rifle Association. 
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Gertrude has received over 200 

awards and honors for her dedication 
to defenseless and vulnerable animals 
in America. Today, I honor this out-
standing woman for a lifetime of self-
less service to her community and for 
her love for animals. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TARP FUND RECIPIENTS 
EXERCISE NO RESTRAINT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
the American people were justifiably 
outraged by news that American Inter-
national Group—AIG—would be paying 
out $165 million in bonuses. AIG would 
be rewarding its employees for helping 
the economy post a record $62 billion 
loss—and it would be doling out these 
bonuses while dipping its hands in the 
taxpayer till. 

When a company is 80 percent owned 
by U.S. taxpayers and it has accepted 
$173 billion in Federal bailout funds, 
the American people expect more. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, with the 
start of a new week, the U.S. taxpayer 
is hit with reports of another ‘‘TARP- 
funded corporation gone wild.’’ 

ABC News reported that JPMorgan 
Chase, a bank that has received $25 bil-
lion in TARP funds, is moving ahead 
with a $138 million plan to buy two 
brand new, luxury corporate jets. The 
bank will also build a lavish corporate 
aircraft hangar to house the new jets. 
According to JPMorgan Chase archi-
tects, the new hangar will even be built 
with a vegetated roof garden. 

Mr. Speaker, why can’t these TARP 
beneficiaries get a clue? Where does it 
end? 

Last fall, I voted against the $700 bil-
lion government bailout because U.S. 
taxpayers should not have to pick up 
the tab for the poor business decisions 
of high-flying Wall Street firms. 

Let’s not forget—no more than a 
week after Congress passed this $700 
billion bailout, AIG spent over $400,000 
on a lavish retreat for company execu-
tives—after they had accepted $85 bil-
lion in Federal bailout money. 

The behavior of these financial insti-
tutions shows that taxpayers will cer-
tainly get a raw deal when the Federal 
Government does not demand oversight 
and accountability. These corporations 
have resorted to taking taxpayer dol-
lars to stave off failures, yet they are 
still spending like it’s business as 
usual. All the while, the working peo-
ple of this country are tightening their 
wallets and coping with a tough econ-
omy. 

Our country’s outstanding public 
debt is more than $11 trillion, and it 
grows by nearly $4 billion every day. 
When will the Federal Government 
stop digging the American taxpayers 
into this debt? 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for our govern-
ment to start working for the Amer-
ican taxpayer and not the other way 
around. The American taxpayer is tired 
and fed up with business as usual. We 
have got to change the way we do busi-
ness and remember that the taxpayers 
pay the bills and the debt of this gov-
ernment. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will say 
God continue to bless our men and 
women in uniform, and God continue 
to bless America. 

f 

b 1930 

TRIBUTE TO FOUR FALLEN 
OAKLAND POLICE OFFICERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this evening with a heavy heart on 
behalf of the residents of my congres-
sional district, the Ninth Congressional 
District of California, to pay tribute to 
four fallen heroes from the Bay Area. 

This weekend, Sergeant Mark 
Dunakin, Sergeant Ervin Romans, Ser-
geant Daniel Sakai and Officer John 
Hege, all members of the Oakland Po-
lice Department, were brutally gunned 
down while serving in the line of duty. 

Oftentimes members of law enforce-
ment go unnoticed. But they provide a 
critical service to help protect our 
communities. These men performed 
their jobs to the fullest every day, 
knowing that there was a possibility 
that they would ultimately give their 
lives in service to their community. 
Today we honor them and join their 
families and our community in not 
only mourning their loss but remem-
bering the sacrifices that they made to 
protect the people of Oakland, Cali-
fornia. 

I feel that it is very important that 
everyone remember that these brave 
men were not nameless, faceless indi-
viduals. They were husbands, they were 
fathers, they were brothers, they were 
dear friends to many. 

Sergeant Dunakin lived in Tracy, 
California, and was on the police force 
for 18 years. He was a graduate of 
Chabot College in Hayward. He was 
promoted to sergeant in 1999 and 
worked homicide cases in the criminal 
division. Following his transfer to the 
traffic division, he was active in the 
Click It or Ticket campaign and took 
part in multi-agency crackdowns on 
drunken driving suspects. Captain Ed 
Tracey described Sergeant Dunakin as 
‘‘Just a cop’s cop. He’s OPD to the 
bone. He is absolutely committed to 
anything that he leads.’’ He leaves to 
mourn his wife, Angela, and his three 
children. 

Sergeant Romans, 43, of Danville, 
was an Oakland officer since 1996. He 
was a member of the entry team, and 
was considered one of the most adept 
members of the Oakland Police SWAT 
team by his colleagues. Erv, as he was 
affectionately known, was promoted to 
sergeant in 2005 and worked narcotics 
cases, making a number of high-profile 
drug busts. He leaves behind three chil-
dren. 

Sergeant Daniel Sakai of Castro Val-
ley was 35 years old. He was considered 
a rising star on the Oakland Police 
SWAT team and was recently named a 
leader of the entry team. Before join-
ing the SWAT team, Sergeant Sakai 
worked as a K–9 officer responding to 
calls with his dog, Doc. He loved nature 
and studied forestry at UC Berkeley, 
where he also worked as a community 
service officer escorting students 
around campus at night. After gradua-
tion, he spent a year in Japan teaching 
English. He leaves his wife, Jennifer, 
and a young daughter. 

Officer John Hege, who was 41 years 
old, joined the Oakland Police Depart-
ment 10 years ago after serving as a re-
serve officer. He graduated from St. 
Mary’s College in Moraga, California, 
and had taught physical education and 
oversaw study hall at Tennyson High 
School in Hayward. He lived with his 
dog on a small cul-de-sac in Concord, 
California. While off-duty, he was a 
high school baseball umpire. Officer 
Hege also wanted to be a motorcycle 
cop for many years, and in the last few 
months he finally got his wish. His col-
leagues noted that he was always the 
first to respond on the radio to actu-
ally assist other officers or to help on 
a project. 

It is my sincere prayer that, in light 
of this tragedy, we begin to reexamine 
how we are addressing the ongoing vio-
lence which plagues our country. The 
events in Oakland this weekend are a 
prime example of why we must address 
the gaps that we have in our parole 
system and also renew our efforts to 
ban the sale of military style assault 
weapons in this country. It is hard 
enough being a police officer without 
the added pressure of knowing that 
there could be assault rifles embedded 
throughout our communities. 

We cannot bring back these brave 
men, but through their deaths we can 
work and put in place policies that will 
make our communities safer for the 
people who live there and also for the 
police officers who oftentimes have a 
very dangerous job protecting them. 
The death of these four officers is real-
ly an incomprehensible tragedy that is 
difficult for all of us to fathom. 

I extend my deepest sympathies to 
the family members of the four offi-
cers. This is a very difficult time for 
members of the Oakland Police Depart-
ment, the City of Oakland and my en-
tire congressional district, actually, 
for the entire State of California. My 
heart goes out to all of those members 
of the police force who are mourning 
the loss of their brothers. Our prayers 
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